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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . K| This communication is responsive to BPAI Decision dated 01/31/2011 . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Paul Harrity on 24 March 201 1 . 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Claims: 

> replace the claims with the following claim set: 

1.-38. (Cancelled) 

39. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method, comprising: 

identifying a document that is stored on a server in a network and that includes 

links to linked documents; 

determining scores for a plurality of the links in the identified document; 
modifying the identified document based on the determined scores, whoro tho 

mod i fy i ng i nc l udes wherein modifying the identified document includes : 
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reordering at least two of the links based on the determined scores[[,]] or 
sorting at least two of the links based on the determined scores,, 
comparing the determined scores to a threshold, and 
deleting one of the links from the identified document when the 
determined score for the one of the links falls below the threshold : and 
providing the modified document to a user. 

40. (Cancelled) 

41 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 39, wherein the links in the identified 
document point to a plurality of linked documents; and 

wherein determining the scores includes: 

for each of the linked documents, determining scores for one or more 
linking documents that contain links to the linked document, 

determining a score for each of the linked documents based on the scores 
of the one or more linking documents, and 

associating the determined scores for the linked documents with the 
corresponding links in the identified document. 

42. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 39, wherein the links in the identified 
document point to a plurality of linked documents; and 

wherein determining the scores includes: 
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determining a clickthrough rate for each of the linked documents, 
determining a score for each of the linked documents based on the 

determined clickthrough rates, and 

associating the determined scores for the linked documents with the 

corresponding links in the identified document. 



43. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 39, wherein the links in the identified 
document point to a plurality of linked documents; and 

wherein determining the scores includes: 

determining a measure of popularity associated with each of the linked 

documents, 

determining a score for each of the linked documents based on the 
determined measure of popularity, and 

associating the determined scores for the linked documents with the 
corresponding links in the identified document. 



44. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 39, wherein the links in the identified 
document point to a plurality of linked documents; and 
wherein determining the scores includes: 
receiving input from the user, 

determining a score for each of the linked documents based on the 
received input, and 
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associating the determined scores for the linked documents with the 
corresponding links in the identified document. 

45. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 44, wherein determining the score for 
each of the linked documents includes: 

for each of the linked documents, comparing one or more words of the received 
input with a content of the linked document, and 

determining a score for the linked document based on a degree of match 
between the one or more words and the content of the linked document. 

46. (Cancelled) 

47. (Previously Presented) A computer-implemented method, comprising: 

receiving a search query; 

providing a list of search results in response to the search query; 
receiving selection of one of the search results in the list of search results; 
identifying links in a document corresponding to the selected search result; 
determining a score for one of the links based on a degree of match between the 
search query and a content of a linked document pointed to by the one of the links; 

modifying the document based on the determined score for the one of the links; 

and 

providing the modified document. 



Application/Control Number: 09/734,883 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2176 

48. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 47, wherein determining the score for 
the one of the links includes determining scores for each of a plurality of the links in the 
document based on a degree of match between the search query and a content of a 
linked document pointed to by the link; and 

wherein modifying the document includes: 

reordering the links based on the determined scores. 

49. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 48, wherein reordering the links 
includes: 

sorting the links based on the determined scores. 

50. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 47, wherein modifying the document 
includes: 

changing at least one visual characteristic of the one of the links within the 
document based on the determined score. 

51 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 47, further comprising: 

comparing the determined score to a threshold; and 

deleting the one of the links when the determined score for the one of the links 
falls below a threshold. 
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52. (Previously Presented) A computer-implemented method, comprising: 

identifying a document that is stored on a server in a network and that includes 
links to linked documents; 

determining scores for a plurality of the links in the identified document; 
comparing the determined scores to a threshold; 

deleting one of the plurality of links from the identified document when the score 
for the one of the links falls below the threshold; and 

providing, to a user, the identified document without the deleted link. 

53. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 52, wherein the links in the identified 
document point to a plurality of linked documents; and 

wherein determining the scores includes: 

for each of the linked documents, determining scores for one or more 
linking documents that contain links to the linked document, 

determining a score for each of the linked documents based on the scores 
of the one or more linking documents, and 

associating the determined scores for the linked documents with the 
corresponding links in the identified document. 

54. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 52, wherein the links in the identified 
document point to a plurality of linked documents; and 

wherein determining the scores includes: 
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determining a clickthrough rate for each of the linked documents, 
determining a score for each of the linked documents based on the 

determined clickthrough rates, and 

associating the determined scores for the linked documents with the 

corresponding links in the identified document. 



55. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 52, wherein the links in the identified 
document point to a plurality of linked documents; and 

wherein determining the scores includes: 

determining a measure of popularity associated with each of the linked 

documents, 

determining a score for each of the linked documents based on the 
determined measure of popularity, and 

associating the determined scores for the linked documents with the 
corresponding links in the identified document. 



56. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 52, wherein the links in the identified 
document point to a plurality of linked documents; and 
wherein determining the scores includes: 
receiving input from the user, 

determining a score for each of the linked documents based on the 
received input, and 
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associating the determined scores for the linked documents with the 
corresponding links in the identified document. 

57. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 56, wherein determining the score for 
each of the linked documents includes: 

for each of the linked documents, comparing one or more words of the received 
input with a content of the linked document, and 

determining a score for the linked document based on a degree of match 
between the one or more words and the content of the linked document. 

58. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 52, further comprising: 

determining additional information regarding a linked document pointed to by the 
one of the plurality of links when the score for the one of the links does not fall below the 
threshold; and 

providing the identified document with the additional information to the user. 

59. (Previously Presented) A system, comprising: 

means for identifying a document based on an address associated with the 
document, the document including links that point to linked documents; 

means for determining scores for a plurality of the links in the identified 
document; 

means for comparing the determined scores to a threshold; 
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means for determining that a score for one of the plurality of links is greater than 
the threshold; 

means for determining additional information regarding the linked document 
pointed to by the one of the plurality of links; and 

means for providing the identified document with the additional information to a 

user. 

60. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 59, further comprising: 

means for determining that a score for another one of the plurality of links is not 
greater than the threshold; 

means for deleting the other one of the plurality of links from the identified 
document; and 

means for providing, to a user, the identified document without the deleted link. 

61 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 59, wherein the links in the identified 
document point to a plurality of linked documents; and 

wherein the means for determining the scores includes: 

means for determining, for each of the linked documents, scores for one 
or more linking documents that contain links to the linked document, 

means for determining a score for each of the linked documents based on 
the scores of the one or more linking documents, and 
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means for associating the determined scores for the linked documents 
with the corresponding links in the identified document. 



62. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 59, wherein the links in the identified 
document point to a plurality of linked documents; and 

wherein the means for determining the scores includes: 

means for determining a clickthrough rate for each of the linked 

documents, 

means for determining a score for each of the linked documents based on 
the determined clickthrough rates, and 

means for associating the determined scores for the linked documents 
with the corresponding links in the identified document. 



63. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 59, wherein the links in the identified 
document point to a plurality of linked documents; and 

wherein the means for determining the scores includes: 

means for determining a measure of popularity associated with each of 
the linked documents, 

means for determining a score for each of the linked documents based 
on the determined measure of popularity, and 

means for associating the determined scores for the linked documents 
with the corresponding links in the identified document. 



Application/Control Number: 09/734,883 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2176 

64. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 59, wherein the links in the identified 
document point to a plurality of linked documents; and 

wherein the means for determining the scores includes: 
means for receiving input from the user, 

means for determining a score for each of the linked documents based on 
the received input, and 

means for associating the determined scores for the linked documents 
with the corresponding links in the identified document. 

65. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 64, wherein the means for determining 
the score for each of the linked documents includes: 

means for comparing, for each of the linked documents, one or more words of 
the received input with a content of the linked document, and 

means for determining a score for the linked document based on a degree of 
match between the one or more words and the content of the linked document. 

66. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 59, wherein the additional information 
includes an excerpt from the linked document, a size of the linked document, or a date 
of last modification of the linked document. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 39, 41-45, and 47-66 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 39, 47, 52 and 59: 

For at least the reason(s) set forth in the BPAI Decision dated 01/31/201 1 , the 
prior art fails to disclose or suggest the combination of limitations recited in each of the 
claims. 

Claims 41-45, 48-51, 53-58 and 60-66: 

These claims are dependent upon Claims 39, 47, 52 or 59 and are thus 
allowable. 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Doug Hutton whose telephone number is 571-272-4137. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2100. 



WDH 

March 25, 2011 



/DOUG HUTTON/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2176 



